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Towns have destinies jus 


a =<- 


‘gn much the same wey. 


A little over sixty-seven years ago a civil engineerins corns veered Hist on 
the 4 top of Sand Mountain to escape too een tunneling and tco heavy grades 
L&wN Railwey. This change of routes brought them througn this section of the 
were Then Henceville was born! 

It one called "Gilmer" then. The first settler was A. S. Mar 

— 

| Turner's father. After Mr. Mertin came’ P. Ho. Kanne y, tne first Fost Master, chanced 
/ the name or the town by order of the Fost Office Department beceuse there wes alreedy 
a Gilmer in the stete. Mr. Kinney called the town Hanceville in honor.of his father, 
.Mr. Hance Kinney. | 

Judge James Hollend came next and bought the first piece of rroperty ever sold 
in Hanceville. He married Miss Charity Wetson and their son Emmet was the first 


child born in the town. Judge Hollend, Justice of the Feace, terfcormed the first 


marriage rites in the history of the place. The couples were Miss Martha Martin 
and Pink Callahen; Miss qeee Martin end Joe Fox. 

The first German settlers were TG Schlar, Jim Montgomery, Ton Hoffman and 
others. All these came in soon after the “ & N Railroad was conpleted in 1874. 
The first operator . of the little depot was Weal Erne of Nashville, Temessee. 


The as agent | was George EA God cast the first Republican vote ever ‘polled, 


=~ ae x 2 - woo Sn was ? = 


in the iahtanee tes oe tam ae or es a 


Se Goi ie - ao ake There ga = es : ; She 


i ee 


The Catholic Church + Was Bae first one ‘built here, : followed dy the’ ethodist. 


See as Sves 


A Little ‘school } wes built in 2 1873, with Proffessor Richardson. as “the: first teacher. 


About this time the people begen | to ask for a ER Cullman Cotnty had ae 








yet been formed. The territory, now comprising Cullmen wes then perts of Blount 


Winston and Morgen. John G..Cullman wes the enthere of the movement. Billie crumD, 


SO well known and beloved in Blount County, was in the 
and Bret Rendolph of Blount Springs wes Senator. Just here 


the destiny of the town, and how near Hanceville came being % 


new countv--end missed it. 


P. H. Kinney exd Tom Hoffman were sent to Montgomery to look after 
7 
t 


‘of the new county in seneral, and Eenceville's fate in particuler. But esainst them 


they had Bret Rendoloh, whe was working for Blount Springs, end Phil Musgrove, who 


7 


owned @ section of land at Cullman. Folitics carried the dey, es usual, in 


Montgomery, and it wes settled that the southern line of the new county should be 


es line between Sections 20 and 29, which cut the town in two and lost it half 
| 


of its votes, put the Mertin entry into Cullman County and left the Kinney entry in 


possibility of Hanceville's getting theCounty 


Blount County, end this vrevented the 
Seat. This townshic had the larger population at this time and would heve out voted 


Cullman townshir. Mr. Musgrove knew this, end saved his own troperty in Cullman by 


forwarding the interests of thet town. So much trouble arose to the citizens because 
half the town wes in one comty and half in the other, that a retition wes vresented 
the Legislature to move oe county line one mile North or South, and efter some more 
politics, the line wes moved one mile North, putting all of Henceville in Blount 


County. Later Revresentative S. J. Griffin of Cullman end Senator R. L. Hipp 


succeeded in passing a bill to submit the present line to a vote of the people on 





what is now known as the cut-off, end Hanceville, with her neighbor, Garden City, 
and her county friends voted to go back to Cullman County. 
Thus ended the once chance our town has had to be a great county, Beav- 


Henceville once had a weekly paper called, "The Hanceville Hustler" with Mrs. pe 


Julia H. Gillespie es Editor ‘and Mrs. ‘Bess eae now of ee: the local editor. 7 





“The pioneer residents who | are still Cpa in _the community are Miss 5 Meynie 


Allred, Mrs. Fred Givbs, and wil and Alvin Jones. 





The Town Today ee Sas 
, 
It is one of the best towns:> 





The population of Hanceville is approximately 800. 


of that size in the South. It has five churches and a fine High School and Grammar 
School, which is being improved every day. The total enrollment of the two schools 





is 650.- 


There are a number of business houses here and all of them seem to. be iduatcbaon She) 


New homes have been built recently and several will be built in the future 2’ Hancevilde 





! 

i) 

I-4 

i= 
i] 


hes prosperous end contented people. And why not? Its farmers ere of the best 
‘class of citizenshir end most of them own their own farms. its lends ere vrcductive 
and grow everything necessary to comfort and pleasure. Its strawoerries are lmown 


‘all over the country as exceeding in size and flavcr most any to be found. 
J ng 
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EIsTORY OF TES HANCEVILLE TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 


taken from 


. 


the Anniversery Edition of the Cullmen Trioune, 
Volume 65. No. 38, vrinted Sevtember 28, 1939 





























HISTORY OF Ths HANCEVILLE TRINITY LUTHERAN CEURCE 


two men were placed in North Alabsma to found Lutheren 


uri Synod. 


pee its inhabitants from Chicago after the greet fire. Rev. C. Burkart 
or Detrost, Michigen, wes placed there. Rev. Engelbert in Cullman, both working | 
in the center of the large field recently solemized by many bitherane of the North. 
ede sri also made vitis to Birmingham to Seine @ congregation. Rev. 
Engelbert to Hanceville. Both men served other places also. 
: The official statistics of Synod for 1886 gives Rev. Burkart one congregation, 
Etwo preaching places, total 180 baptized, Christian Day School of 20 pupils. Rev. 
[Engelbert had two congregations including Hanceville, two preaching places and five 
frdindved baptized. 
In the Spring of 1808 Rev. Burkert was called to.Lutherville, Arkensas. 
Rev. C. W. Lewes succeeded him. He served Hanceville and Garden City 
{ congregations from 1688 to 1891, followed by Rev. H. Peiper, serving from 1892 - 1896. 
feeagierice in 1692 show Henceville and Garden City baptized 543, commmicants 290, 
and Christian Day School of 73 pupils. 

. Trinity Lutheran Churet is a memoer of the Missouri Synod which ar present 
has ~ 2390, 000 members, 4,000 pastors, 13 colneees 5 seminaries , 2 95, theological 
students, 1,354 Christian Day Schools and 1,000 teachers. 


“Trinity congregation has continued ‘to grow steadily since that time. served by, a aes e 


tin Se ae 5 








a Succession of faithful pastors. 





fear itee and Sunday School are held every Sunday. It has an active Ladies.” 





’ dhe 





)Society and Walther League. | | HAS ‘ 








The present minister, Rev. Arthur Graf, was pees pastor in 1938. His 








‘onward. Abiding, steadfast firm and sure, the teachings of the Word entire aoe 





pe he that trusts this steadfast word. His anchor holds in Christ the Tora. 
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EXTeF HISTORY OF OUR CHURCH 


ion booklet or the latest Trinity 
Lutheran Church building, dedicsted 


ary ct; ie. 
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A BRiar EISTORY OF CUR CHURCH 











trinity Lutheran Church was organized in 1885 by its first pestcr, Rev. Cy 


Spurkert, who was et that time stationed at Garden City as a Missionary at Large 





[ee the Southern District. He served the Garden City and Hanceville Lutherans 
pees oar 1885 to July 1885 es a Student Pastor. The first church building was 
erected that fall end winter and dedicated. in Februery, 1886. 

According to the oldest minutes of Trinity Church, its first cfficially 
éalled pastor was the Rev. F . Engelbert, to whom the congreg sation extended its 
first call on April 11, 1886. Although Pastor Engelbert was already serving a 
{congregation in Cullman and two ete: preaching places, he accepted the call €5 
serve also the Hanceville Gonrrecation’ He served the congregation from the fall 
of 1885 to the fall of 1987. 


On October 24, 1887, Pestor C. Burkart opened the frets fall time Christian 


4~ 


Day School at Hanceville, At this time he had en assistant in the verson of 


‘student Emil Meyer from Springfield, who taught the school” at Gerden City while 


Pastor Burkart daily walked the four mile stretch back and forth from Garden City 


to Hancevills, teaching the Hanceville School. During this time: he also served 


ue ea Sek ts, Ss. 


(Both locations as their regularly ‘called pestor. 


an 1928 the interior of our first church was remodeled. This church has 


oe) 


2 23 7G ae ey AG a RY eatalzt OG aoe oP tig alae ot yt aoe Bs 
“Served Trinity cone teou rae as both a house of worship ae school room. 


wie 


tert are 


As early as 1929, ‘our ‘people realized the importance’ Of Seacentreting more ree 
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€ giicet « ses 


ets 


end ore ‘on’ the English ‘language. = They felt c that thes 13 Was" Ane duty to provide’ ae 
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eno, fers Bet of 


ded ge aw . bs SS. ype 


“Por the’ sheep entrusted to thea, snd 3 to ‘also | receive eine 










id 









their. ‘pabtioular foague which ‘our: ira’ also. sai 
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month.’ On ecenber 25, youk, ee iast German service, wath ‘communion; was’ fed 
i by Pastor Hasz. aes 
The Walther League was organized approximately twenty years ‘ago. They were 


’ 


received into membership of the Pntaens tena Walther League on January Ub, 1939+ 


The Ledies Aid has played ro small vart in the history of Trinity congrecetion. 


—] 
4 


Emma Burkart that the Ledies Aid was begun. In March of 1937 


P 


interested group 
of our lady members met in the home of Mrs. Emma Burkart, where they effected the 
founding of our present organization. Charter members who are still with us are: 


. present organization was started in 1937. It was through the efforts of Mrs 
i 

H 

| 

pes, Emma Burkart, Mrs. Aloert Jochum, Mrs. Emma Blend, Mrs. Albert Burka art, Mrs. 
¢George Burkart, Mrs. Hanry Warren, Mrs. J. N. McNutt, and Miss Lena Seibert. 


The name of this organization was later changed to the Lutheran Women's 


* Missionary Guild. 









This group has been very energetic and have taken a very ective part in the 
Pnaterial workings of our Pere ried tion: 

As early as 1942 the need for a new church became apparent. In this year - 
p under the influence of the Rev. A. E. Graf the first building fund drive was 

F conducted. Approximately $2,000 was collected during Pastor Gref's stay in 

‘F Henceville. 


4 


During the pastorete of Rev. R. E. Hasz, who served cur congregatim from 
Pisin until 1948, the pleges and contributions for the building fund were increased 
to a total of $9,000. 


plans were presented and ratified to erect the new house of worship. 


‘g In ‘Sleuen of 1949 after the installation of the present Pastor, definite 
Mr. Thomas West Gardner of Nashville, Tennessee , was employed as the 





Coat act Presented Trinity cont eae with the church plens. The ere 4 i = 









Pees. rooms, kitchen, pees and retiring rooms. The nave eee 


seeks 














che church is epproximately $15, 000. 
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